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they. have been, bY | Taſk may. again t 
* anti is ach, « 46, that the leſs we ſpeak | 
; "ON the ſubj ject: nd pi perhaps the better. On- 
Ws 0 one cannot he 15 IÞ hag {the obſerva- 
E _ to on forces itlell upon us) that deplorable 
1 ijndesd mult be the tuation of that man, 
85 8 under ee | and dine, has no+ 
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" Fr other 
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"by the D Hater yo the Church," which, as | 
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ee of e comfort wad ater; except in 
cart which, have ever me» 


9 10 5 
: vera X 1 5 only wanted the power, to 
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execute bie debaſem 


1 F D 


ent and deſtruction. 


ſtep would have been to gain an at of ob. 


14 4 


f lebe: and, ; had you therefore ſhewn 1 more 

modeſty, : and ke eſs arrogance, and not af 
Jafted to ' high a tone, the event of 3 your 
application had be po, * 


Be 
ran hp nt dt, ane . 


7 ; 15 1 N 
You a | 5h 4 185 55 ie & hot ; 1 801 # 10 * 
| 15 
> , | 8 


ier 0 AKON þ 


EA A h t ls 5 EN "bl as 10% et. 


1 0 1 ehac Tn which' you have 
0 infultingly ve reproached ?—What ' mag- 
nanimity ty from thoſe breaſts whore” you 
; Have denied any to refide, a nd to be re- 
| plete} with nothir « Hebert 55 nd jea! outs, 
a8, ſuppoſin ng what you ou fay true, the well 
may, on a RPA + paſt uſage „ though 
they renounce the horrid bon onſequence you 


6 ug draw, which. they will leaye to H IM 


1 © 1444 ILLE, 121 
who, aſſerts Vengeance 3 is mine, 
< TEIN 2 WISE N 


OR. * | LS 
Agai rt what favor 0 or indulgence 


| Suffice i it then to obſerve, "that your firſt 8 
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At 8 Mel time, ſuch i is Py, opinion of the . 


fllt of theſe orders, and of his lenity, that, 


he will, as in many other inſtances, look 
down with x compaſſion on your caſe, and fin 

wk revolve i it. The ſecond, whom. vou 
| Tels contemptuoully will they that charity 
| Wy ſeem to want, and, with equal, com aſe 
ion, male, due allowances + for your Pre» 
1 ſent infirmities. And, as to the laſt, they, 
poor creatures, can only beg, on. the ſame 
5 forgiving principle, that vou would pray (for 
extremes, and in what reign i need_ not 


1-1 ef" FF Vf OTTER) 


Point t0 h a accurate a chronologiſt, have 


ri * 2 5% 


7 © before met) the fouls . are gone, and 
| may. periſh through | lack of knowledge, 
3 out of ur tory,. and Continue your prayers 
I by” for 55 5 80 5 that they, through 
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W hether % $22 who, ow: "i ts at 


Ir) br 2; ng 1 
the helm, may long continue there o or no, 


„ 


, 4 by f not, a8 | at depends on the King, 
ko ond of bands, 
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inſtead of retorting your indignant language, 5 


ye not | 


; 


— — 5 
. 5 
* pd % . 
T_T 


4 5 : 
7 a: * 


"4 1 ; 
bee plied him in. gh i 4% 

. 3 Whether the Biſhops, | as one "of 

| the three ſtates of the Kingdom, may alls _ 
long bold their right as Peers of the realm, EF 
=_ I- pronounte not, the church. being your. ; 

itt favourite victim, and a fecond- detrufion _ 

UW of a: benen of Biſhops, of courſe, the 
plan which you have in agitation. The 
lame game played, if they chooſe to admit 
off it, a ſimilar fate no doubt may enſue, and 23 
there then may be, as you would prophecy, as | 

* more Biſbops. And whether the laſt will be 
ble to maintain heir ee 008 pls „ 
vernment, will, in ſome meaſure, depend on 
bi] theſe given points, and the arguments they . 
are able to hold out againſt our —_ & © 
Piolemic, if they are inchned to huld on 5 
Wi the queſtion or queſtions, any argument . re! 
at all. And yet, T.apprehend,' ſhould you |. . 
continue the challenge, and your com- 
pulſory exertions, our academic friends will 

de forced to ſpeak out at laſt. They, I 

= mean our Uniyerſitics, are a kind of key- 

1 f ſtone, 11 FE may be thus allowed to EX * 


5 2 wp to all. the buildin 88, eecleſiaſtic | 
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| ok civil, which, 50 Mas running counter 
1 mine, not t fraud and pur 70 


gether; what ſhall we ſay or bring forward 


in dekefenes of thoſe who are to hold up, 
58 repair and Ginatment the ſeveral apartments 


of theſe ſeats of learning? I am puttied ". 
hard for an anſwer, Al could wiſh, as 
they are a peculiar ſubject of your ani 1 
madverſion, that they would reply, if they N 
have not . non it, for ee BY 
= Wh Lam net ae will not give 
more 6ffence th an inſtruction, I would offer 
8 them a fort of apology, and introduce it 
too in that illuſtrating way you ſeem fond 
of, by citing, if, not from oral, yet hiſtoric 
ſtory, that flere was, once on u time, an a 
propoſed and intended for the encouragement 
of learning, and tar" wiler Spread of Eno 
ledge you have ſo much at heart in our Uni- 
verſities, to inveſt: the laity, ſomething 1 
the way of Fan 'Elders; with its property, | 
and to leave o ordination, which is à condi- 


tion, under which, at a certain period, wwe 


now hold, totally optional. This it wi 
been faid, with what truth judge ye, was 
f „ | 1 — 
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A Nate jntrigne, for the a of Cots 
tain deſigns, which ſuch a collegiate. in» 
Bei was to haye nurtured, till brought 
to its full maturity. By the wiſer and better 
ſort, therefore, the bill was rejected, and Y 
matters, we are N to . in e remain 


; 8 0 on Fur old foot, 


15 hos ON 1 +" ROY time to 8 9 


of an approaching nature forward, that you 
may not think we ftand out for erifies, and 
make mountains of male-bills, with a view of 
engroſſing to ourſelves all the good things 


of the land, to the utter excluſion of other. 


legitimate claimants, let me recommend 
0 you a friendly experiment, by doing : 


our Uniyerſities the honor of a os Is 


will, I will be bold enough to warrant, in 
my own ſociety, and I could build on others, 


Want no improvement in a ſocial and po- 


lite reception, if you can put up with our 
College - commons, and after beyerage. The 
introduction once made, and the little awk- 
- wardneſſes'at firſt meeting over, that free- 
dm of debate, which you fo very juſtly | 
| hols in ſuch SW en, might cis 
take 


w 


PE calf Da 


Thy 


take Pane this at a diſtance : as, in 1 A 
differences, in order to accom pliſh concili= 


2 _ atory ends, nothing, as the old faying . 
7 hike bringing Friends together, Beſid es, in "I 


caſe of a few bickerings on one grand ob- 
| Jetionable point, theſe might be perſonally 
explained away; whereas, wrangling ſo 
remotely, ſerves only to keep alive, and 
to blow up afreſh the coals of diſcord.” | 
Moreover, people can talk what they chuſe 
not to write, And at any rate, as of old, 
an inviolable regard, you are ſenfible, muſt 
be 258 to the e 


- 


Thus far I will Lomtnit aye ith you 
as a confidante, and, indeed, it would. be 


. unhandſome, if not unfair, not to hint, that 


previous to your admiſſion, as a brother of . 
our ſacred rites, which, when you come 
better to underſtand, and more neatly ap- 
proach, will loſe all that Terror which theß 
are at firſt apt to inſpire, a few pre- re- 
Auiſite com Pliances * be demanded of A 
—=_ | 45 
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Pik, That you renounce or quiif, a 
RE. vel as you « can, Jour: POE faith. 
on That; you . you a are not, 
8 and promiſe you never will be, the reli- 
gious tool of any diſappointed. factious 
Junto, that now exiſts, or may eee 
Þring FP. in dhis n e | 


"Ned" naſty, that you . never, at any. 

: time, reproach and vilify men of another 
5 perſuaſion, but let every one peaceably enjoy 
the communion of which he profeſſes bim- 

ſelf a member. And that, moreover, you 

will continue true and faithful to the ſoci- 


* 


FF eh into o which you are adopred. 6 pe AR 
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75 Sir, thats are hoon of the. con- ; 
_ ditions, which will be required at your ini- 1 8 
| tiation, and 'which I leave to your confi- ' 
deration. Other points, of a doctrinal na- 
ture and our ſubſeription of them, with 
the addition of extraneous matter, which 
vou take _eccaſion to in troduce, and 
Object to us, I ſhall touch upon bye-and- 
. 1 at, would n Juſt dee. that the | 


"Tt =.3 


| reaſanablenel of this mode of 8 
ing cannot, I ſhould. imagine, be fairly _ 
Zh diſputed. I ſhould think it extremely 
admiſſible on your own ground, and 
that were it only for peace and ſafety 8 
| fake, it admirably applies in your own 
words, as when you fay ; Whatever miſ- 


chief any perſon may intend to do me, 1 


never think of uſing any: precaution againſt 
bim, if J know that it is not in his power 


to execute his intention. Perfectly right, 


and logically reaſoned; as, in this caſe, to 


entertain fearful apprehenſions would be : 


% 


| equally as wiſe as to dread and fly from 


the furious aſſaults of a ſavage, or a mad- 


man, whom we beheld chained down to 
the ground. For here we muſt admit, that 


the power of doing harm is the ſame as 
deſtroyed- How ? Why, by a reſtrained 


ability, and Aa prudent precaution” in ſe- 
curing the party. To this end, no doubt, 


in order to controul the imperious paſſions 


of mankindz and: to keep them in due 
| bounds, and from flying out into outrageous 


acts againſt each other, and thereby to ſtil! 


| EINE ics: and ſuſ picions, have reſtraints .. 


been 


a . 


ee 7 ; 
been ever b wty* ordered in att Elvilized | 

8 ſtates. And for what reaſon it has been 
thought proper to throw theſe on a part 
of this community, that part of the com- 
munity need not be informed, but may 
with eaſe collect the reaſon from the ex- 
erciſe of the ſame, and far ſeverer reſtraints 
: when it was in power, and had the upper 
hand. The rulers then had their ſub- 

{criptions, teſts, and touchſtones, and why . 
now to be abrogated ? The law may, per- 


% * 


bhbaugps, hercafter, like that of our good 


| neighbours, the States General, relax its 
diſcipline on religious tenets, which no ge- 
nerous mind could be averſe to. At the 
fame time it would but ill conſult the 
e tranquillity, if, contrary to their 
practice, it did not, alſo, make due pro- 
viſion for the ſecure exerciſe of authority ; 
both in Church and State. -Whence, as 
things are now circumſtanced, to diſpute | 
from the non-admiſſion into the Magi- 
| fteacy or Exciſe, except under certain re- 
ſtrictions, to the non- admiſſion into our 
Univerſities, or Chorch, can be no incon- 


cluſtve argument. Conditions are . 
| one 9 from 


%. 


5 


1 os one, and it is hs they gend 
not be diſpenſed with in the other. Many 
. indeed. ſeem not of that nicety as if they 
looked for it; Men, you ſay, in other 


reſpects. very conſientious, though you ap- 
prove not the practice, from the apprehen- 


ion, moſt probably, that occaſional con- 
formity has too much the 3 ppearance of.” 
making. conſcience ſtoop to convenience. 


Be this as it may, theſe are our terms, | 
and if your ſcruples, and thoſe of your 5 


ſociety, forbid you to cloſe with them, 


either in part or in the whole, you are 
fill not without your remedy. 1 mean only 
do inſinuate, that if you cannot in all good 
conſcience accede, you can quietly recede. 

Leave us, as proprietors of the demeſne, 2 
to cultivate the ſoil as we pleaſe. You . 


5 ſuſtain no injury, though loudly com- 
plained of, by the leaſt alienation of right 
or property. Of the two, upon the cre- 


dit of the W deſcription you give, of * 


5 your fertilizing frreams of ſcience, your's is i 
35 by far the moſt enviable ſituation. | Whilſt Fo 


you, therefore, enjoy the ſalutary herb, 
8 and the F eam, nh u, in. our wilder- 
neſs 
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155 ot of e, if we hüte it, Me 
and die over the noxious weed and the 


A 


1 But Bur as are the grapes, ind Pele 8 

Py ; luted the fount, you would ſtill be taſting. - 

I have already pointed out one way of 
oy yielding you a partial gratification. The 

_ _ difficulty is, how to furniſh out a table for 
your full and complete reliſh. © An expe- 

8 dient ſtrikes me. Cleanſe your hands, ye” „ 
nner, and purify your hearts ye double- „„ 
minded: which, by the help of a certain 8 

| figure, may be unckerſtood, (or take 8 

what ſenſe you pleaſe) that we inſtantly. | 
3 ſet pen to paper, with a fincere and cor= _ 
dial reſolve, on a purer reform of ordi- 
nances, ſomething i in the way of your re- 
commended garbling. This, I own, at 
the preſent diſtance we ſtand, ſhould an 
interview not prove ſucceſsful, is, indiſ- 15 
penſably preparatory to your happier in- 
tttoduction to our ſeats of learning. For, 
until theſe inſurmountable impediments, 
the Articles, the Trinity, and the Sacra. 
mental Teſt, of which you have formed 
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moſt rightful a are utterly : 
_ aboliſhed, you cannot, for the world, think 


of infe@ting your 9: and Na 
and dninable dodrines. | | 


* 9 . 


Sos to _ Once more a Siiond pauſe, | | 
though it is with ſome difficulty,. (for vou 


talk. of laughing, and why may not we ?) 


that I command my muſcles; ſo. Oh 


fuck be your meaning, I am not abhor- 
rent to your way of thinking, that too 


great purity of worſhip, and knowledge of 
the Object of odr Devotion cannot be 
; _ to, would we offer up to the Deity 


a proper and reaſonable ſervice. To this 


end all religious fopperies, on. the one 
hand, and fanatic rant on the other, are 
carefully to be avoided: neither of which, 
I would flatter myſelf, are juſtly charge- 


able on the Articles — neither on the 


* rinity ;—neither on the Sacrament, as 
_ profeſſed and adminiſtered by us, in the 1 
way, I eren, AE: are e un-. 


derſtood. 


55 Were . | 


i 


| 
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1 e 1 1 Geld to make a 8 
5 and to depart at all from what is here ad- 
voanced, it ſhould be in an expreſſion of 


: concern for one ſymbolical profeſſion we 


retain, at which ſome weaker brethren 
may have been rather offended. Although 
it muſt, at the ſame time, be acknow- 


ledged, that every one has an undeniable 1 1 
right, provided he keeps clear of deroga- = 


_ gating from © the Divinity, to form his 


own ideas of the nature, and eſſence 1 


" of) the object of his adoration: Nor can 
you, Sir, except you with⸗hold from 
others, which is no new caſe, the tolerated 
privileges you ſo boldly y plead for,” blame 
any one elſe, if ſuch is his ſerious and 


* 


fundamental perſuaſion, who frames his de- 


votional faith either on the hypoſtatic union- 


of the Deity, though loſt in ſilent won- - 


3 and contemplation on the inerplicable 
1 AM; or another, whoſe creed, on a 
more Set baſis, as he may conceive, 


— reſolves the unity of the Godhead into his 


bee power and dominion over all, lie 


0 welas galeg alſo the God and Father of our = 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and of us all, and at 


1 
- 


„ Boa Es. 
the fame time attempts no injury to the 


ſatisfaction of his Saviour, nor diminution 


to the ſanctifying graces and operations 
of the H We ce and ther hate; 
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they, who, having formed their tenets as 


nearly as they can, on Scripture doctrine, 
can avoid cenſuring, and holding in ab- 


horrence, the principles of that man, . 


braves Heaven with his bla phemy, and 
would cruelly rab the ſincere and humble 
believer, of his beſt hope, comfort, and 


expectation. Well may it not raiſe our 
wonder that men of this order and com- 


plexion, whom 1 tay. not, nor of what 
| ſchool, a Chriſtian one I cannot fay, after 
the declaration which hath been lately 

made, ſhould be averſe to the ſubſcrip- 


un of Articles, 2nd the participation of + 
a Sacrament, ſo foreign in their nature 


to their refined and poliſhed taſte their 
independent notions — and bold rejec- 


tion of a Saviour. Men above all ordi- 


CL „ human and divine, and who dare 
Ba 52. queſtion | 
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5 "bib the authority of G od 
5 when he « commands IE: Zo honor the 
„ even as key honor the Father. Great 
”, _ enicouragements theſe for making trials and 
"changes, and no leſs rational a foundation 
: for a bleſſed reform. 5 Much, very much in- 
Led, as you fay, remains 10 be done, in 
ES this ca © and this would be doing it Q 
fone purpoſe, * If the ſtream of our re- 
= 7 ligion is impure and polluted; in God 8 
name let the philtration of it be left to the 
Doctors within its own province. To call 5 
in foreign aid, or to fabmit its repurgation 
to hands Wee your's, muſt have pretty 
nearly the fame effect that thunder has up- 
on liquors, in keeping the dregs afloat and 
5.6 uppermoſt befides another certain and in- 
| - evitabe conſequence, of. impregnating that 
© fiream with a d,ẽ, tincture. Far better 
pe remain as we are, and continue to ſub- 
m ſcribe thoſe doctrines we profeſs, in the 
. inconteſtible, althou gh liable, like 
, every thing human, perhaps through the 
Voariety of Scriptural opinion, to miſtake and 
A imperfection, rather than, by the hazard . 
N of A EO be nevellieneyt to take up , 
V 5 me 


— 


bimſtlk, Zh 


4% 
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| kicker with 2 chaas of religion, or, ; wad is 
moſt probable, . fit OTE with 10 u religion 
at all. 


3 $ 


But, ſurely, we have been a long time 


in the dark, and are, if all is true that you 
fay, ſtill lamentably enveloped in the clouds 


of error, and the night of ignorance. Our, 
anceſtors, men, I believe, of as ſtrict con- 
ſcience and ſound learnin gas their poſterity, 


| were differently perſuaded, when they built, 


on theſe: doctrines, the preſent bulwarks of 


N = Eſtabliſhment, And the ſucceeding | 
race, to the. preſent day, whom, in our 
various ſocieties, allowing for a few male- 
contents, every where to be found, the 
ſiuame ſentiments haye pervaded, ſee no cauſe, 
nor will, I ſhould preſume, why the ſame 
0 ſecurity ſhould not be- continued ; as well 
08 be peculiarly deſigned for a E to be 
holden out, of the principles and per- 
ſuaſion of the academic, in hit novitiate. 
Whatever ſeeming objection- may lie againſt 
ſome points, (for mankind can never ba 
brought to think always alike) of our li- 


 furgical forms, this can by no means operate. 


PE 30 "a 


| 4 +o the abſolute ſuperſeſſion of al be- 


tion at the time you mention — more eipe- 
cially when the young ſubſcriber no more. 
propoſes the compilers, if ambiguous, a8 
his interpreters, than he would you for 


bis parent theologue and guide, when your . 
new broached ſyſtem may come more 
abroad, and gain Aer footing 1 in 185 elk. 5 
captivated 1 1 5 


* 


| Thoſe wha; ith any tolerable dw | 
of attention, have conſidered the doctrines 
they ſubſcribe; and have taken a compara- 5 
Ae view of your oppofite opinions, can- 
not be long at. a:loſs on which fide to en- 
lit themſelves, were it only from a miſre - 5 
125 arne of thoſe doctrines you ſo 
_  wantonly inſult. ' To inſtance in one point 
more, which to you appears an objection 
dl an inſuperable nature, in the fall of man, 
that God made choice of ſome to be ſaved, . 
Ec: whilſt he le A others under an rrreveryt zble dex 55 
eres of damnation, which. you have the mo- 
daeſty to affirm a matter of our ſubſerip- 
. on, and which affirmation I have the 


{ bonor, under WNT i of Ch riſtian 
Co 
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— ciency to api you, is a moſt irre- 1 1 
ligious untruth. Review, once more, if 3 | 


you are not afraid of becoming a convert, Su | 
: the ninth, ſeventeenth, and thirty-firſt ar- 
1 tticles. In the concluſion of the firſt, you 
1VUuuin there find it taught, that Zhere ix 20 
1 condemnation. for them that believe and are. 
baptized ; and we are, therefore, from the 
whole tenor of the next article, on pre- 
| deſtination and election, naturally led to 
believe, that this election can no more ex- 
teac to any. determinate body of mankind 
* e zrrever/ibly, than the ſelection of the Jews, 
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